
Olivet, Nov 9, 2025   “Numbers: On Pilgrimage with God”  Pastor Bob Popma 

 

“Trust to Obey God” 
  

Numbers 9 
 

 As we come to Numbers 9 we are finally going to start moving away from Mt. Sinai and begin 
the journey towards the land of Canaan. And yet, we are told about something that actually happened 
one month prior to all the instructions recorded in Num. 1-8. If you look back at Num. 1:1 we read, 
 
The Lord spoke to Moses in the Tent of Meeting in the Desert of Sinai on the first day of the second month of 
the second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. He said: 2 “Take a census of the whole Israelite 
community. 
 
 While here in Ch. 9 we read, 
 
The Lord spoke to Moses in the Desert of Sinai in the first month of the second year after they came out of 
Egypt. He said, 2 “Have the Israelites celebrate the Passover at the appointed time. 3 Celebrate it at the 
appointed time, at twilight on the fourteenth day of this month, in accordance with all its rules and 
regulations.” 
 
 I believe there are two reasons why Moses waits to list this here. The second reason I’ll 
explain later which will give a practical explanation for why but the first reason is a more theological 
and spiritual challenging reason. 
 
 The Israelites left Egypt in Ex. 14 on the night of the Passover, when after celebrating the 
Passover, God rescued them from slavery once and for all. All those who obeyed God’s command to 
keep the Passover by killing a lamb on the 14th day and spreading the blood of the sacrificed lamb on 
your doorpost, would be spared from losing one’s first-born child. God then lead them safely through 
the miraculous Red Sea crossing by His visible presence, going before them (fire by night and cloud 
by day). Here in Ch. 9 just prior to their leaving, Moses shares God’s instructions about celebrating 
the Passover again (vv.1-14) followed by God’s leading them by fire at night and cloud by day 
towards the land of Canaan (vv.15-23). So it’s an intentional reminder that when you trusted God the 
first time by obeying Him in observing the Passover, God led you safely to where He wanted to take 
you. Now, they are being challenged again; are you trusting God to lead you in the future to where He 
wants to take you by observing the Passover again? That’s the whole point of the Passover. Look 
what God did for you when you trusted Him. Observe it every year as a reminder that when you trust 
God, He will lead you well in life. 
 
 The instruction, then, to observe the Passover 9 months after they arrive at Sinai, in obedience 
to God’s law, interrupts the instruction narrative. A reminder that, yes, God has lots for you and me to 
learn, but don’t forget to pause and reflect on His saving work in your life to encourage you to keep 
trusting Him to lead you where He wants you to go. Yes, we must keep learning from His Word, so 
we’ll trust His leading in our lives because we haven’t arrived yet either. And we can trust Him. Keep 
… 
 

Trusting in Your Compassionate God 

(9:1-14) 
 



Have the Israelites celebrate the Passover at the appointed time. 3 Celebrate it at the appointed time, at 
twilight on the fourteenth day of this month, in accordance with all its rules and regulations.”  
4 So Moses told the Israelites to celebrate the Passover, 5 and they did so in the Desert of Sinai at twilight on the 
fourteenth day of the first month. The Israelites did everything just as the Lord commanded Moses.  
 
 The word that’s associated with the Passover here in these 14 verses is “celebrate”. It occurs 
9x. Passover was to be celebrated. Why? 
 
Because salvation is worth celebrating! (vv.1-5) 
 
 Some translations use the word ‘keep’ or observe’ but most translations use the word 
“celebrate”. The Hebrew word is a basic word meaning, ‘do, act or create’ but the context of the 
passage led many translators to put ‘celebrate’ since its an observance of when God saved you. 
When God delivered you. The word is used many times in the creation account, especially when God 
‘made’ man and woman in Gen. 1:26 and all was very good. And at the exodus God made a path for 
Israel to get out and saved them from harm in order to bring them to something good. He was making 
a new way for them, a good path for their life. This of course is worth celebrating. 
 
 Celebrate the Passover with “all its rules and regulations”. That included eating the bitter herbs 
to remind you of the bitter life God saved you from. It also includes remembering the cost of your 
salvation [death of the lamb for you], your part in your salvation [believe that what God says in 
applying the shed blood of the lamb to your home will spare you from death], your current life at 
peace with God, the future blessings He has for you in this life and your secure future where you and 
God will dwell securely forever. 
 
 So, we have lots to celebrate too because the Passover pointed forward to and was fulfilled in 
Jesus, who, became the Passover Lamb for our sins. When we believed God’s Word by faith, 
applying His blood to our life which spares us from eternal death, gives us peace with God now, we 
look forward to how he’s going to bless and lead us in the near future as well as look forward to our 
forever home with Him. 
 
 Have we thanked God recently for our salvation? Do we occasionally shutter at the bitter life 
we left behind that God saved us from? I hope and pray we do and I hope and pray you are grateful 
that He is a gracious and compassionate God. Something we didn’t understand before we got saved. 
A lot of people think God is cruel, vindictive, and unbending [mostly thanks to Satan who lives to 
deceive people about God]. Even Christians can wrongly think that. And here’s an interesting illu-
stration in vv.5-14 that He is a compassionate God. 
 
6 But some of them could not celebrate the Passover on that day because they were ceremonially unclean on 
account of a dead body. So they came to Moses and Aaron that same day 7 and said to Moses, “We have 
become unclean because of a dead body, but why should we be kept from presenting the Lord’s offering with 
the other Israelites at the appointed time?” 8 Moses answered them, “Wait until I find out what the Lord 
commands concerning you.” 
 
 Moses too was compassionate and wise. He could have made a judgment based on God’s 
Law and said ‘I am sorry but you disobeyed God. Thus says the Lord. You disobeyed Him.’ But he 
didn’t. Every situation in life is not addressed in God’s Word. So we need to pray and discern from 
God’s Word the best decision to make. Moses does go to God and 
 
God extends grace to any who believe (vv.5-9) 
 



 Notice they wanted to celebrate the Passover but they were obeying God’s Word because they 
couldn’t offer a sacrifice since they had been in contact with a dead body (most likely a family death). 
God honours obedience. There’s a dilemma here: we have two laws that they want to obey but one 
seems to conflict with the other. What to do? Moses asks God and God says, if anyone experiences 
this situation or if they are away from home at Passover then they can celebrate it on the 14th day in 
the second month.  
 
 By the way, this would happen again under the rule of King Hezekiah. When he became king 
and had to repair the damage to the temple that his son Manasseh caused, they rededicated the 
temple once it was complete and arranged to celebrate the Passover, which hadn’t been celebrated 
for many years. We read this in 2 Chron. 30:1 
 
30 Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also wrote letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, inviting 
them to come to the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. 2 

The king and his officials and the whole assembly in Jerusalem decided to celebrate the Passover in the second 
month. 3 They had not been able to celebrate it at the regular time because not enough priests had 
consecrated themselves and the people had not assembled in Jerusalem. 4 The plan seemed right both to the 
king and to the whole assembly. 5 They decided to send a proclamation throughout Israel, from Beersheba to 
Dan, calling the people to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. It had 
not been celebrated in large numbers according to what was written. 
 
 God is a compassionate and gracious God and blesses obedience not legalism. Jesus used 
His harshest language for the inflexible, legalism of the Pharisees because they obeyed the letter of 
the Law but not the God who made the Law. Here God honoured the desire to obey His Word - they 
wanted to make their own Passover sacrifice – while they were obeying the Word to stay away 
because of uncleanness. And here is a good example that uncleanness didn’t automatically mean 
you had sinned, you had just come in contact with the effects of sin and that hinders you from being 
in God’s presence until you have gotten cleaned.  
 
 And then we see more grace extended in v.14 to those who were non-Israelites who were 
living among them and wanted to adhere to God’s laws. Yes, God says, I extend grace to anyone 
who wants to put their trust in Me. 
 
 In vv.15-23 we read how it worked when the people were lead by God. They won’t actually 
leave until 10:11 but I believe Moses explained the process of the cloud and fire with the Passover to 
show how the two worked together again. And when we read 10:11 about when they left – the 20th 
day of the second month, we understand that they didn’t leave until those who couldn’t celebrate the 
Passover on the 14th day of the first month, celebrated it on the 14th day of the second month and 
now they are ready to go. So far they have listened to God through Moses  and now they are ready to 
follow God’s leading. Why? Because they are … 
 

Trusting God’s Leading & Promise to Bless Them 

(9:15-23) 
 
 Recall the Aaronic blessing that God told Aaron to speak over the Israelites.  
 
22 The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them:  
24 “ ‘ “The Lord bless you and keep you;  
25 the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you;  
26 the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” ’  



27 “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”  
 
 It’s crucial for us to get this in our heads that God wants to bless His people. The reason He 
was going to bring them into the promised land was because it was a good and spacious land flowing 
with milk and honey – words that describe the fruit of a healthy land and animals.  
 
 The challenge for Israel here and the challenge we face every day while living in a sin-infected 
world is to keep believing that God wants to bless us and give us His peace and make His face shine 
upon us. 
 
Believe this is His continual purpose for your life (vv.15-18) 
 
 Moses describes the way God led Israel by His presence depicted as a cloud during the day 
and as a fire at night. The cloud directing them and shielding from the hot sun and the fire providing 
heat and giving light. And it was always above the tent of meeting, the symbolic presence where God 
dwelt. 
 
17 Whenever the cloud lifted from above the Tent, the Israelites set out; wherever the cloud settled, the 
Israelites encamped. 18 At the Lord’s command the Israelites set out, and at his command they encamped. As 
long as the cloud stayed over the tabernacle, they remained in camp. 
 
 Even when they didn’t know where they were going, they always knew God was with them. So 
you always had to believe by faith that God’s purpose was to lead you to the place of blessing. 
Israel’s experience as well as our own, however, often question God’s purpose, especially when 1) 
we’re unsure of where He's taking us; 2) we think His timing is off; and 3) we doubt His leading when 
we experience difficulties. 
 
 We know Israel knew Num. 6:24-26 was God’s purpose for them in other places. Listen to Ps. 
67 
 
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us,  [Selah]  2that your 
ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. 3 May the peoples praise you, O God; may all 
the peoples praise you. 4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly and guide 
the nations of the earth.  [Selah]  5 May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise 
you. 6 Then the land will yield its harvest, and God, our God, will bless us. 7 God will bless us, and all the ends of 
the earth will fear him.  
 
 How are the nations supposed to come to praise God? When God’s people, who trust God’s 
plan to bless them and in whom He has placed His Name, live in such a way that they reflect God’s 
presence.  
 

Yet His people did not always trust Him and even though God warned them about exile, they 
refused to repent so He sent them to Babylon in 605 BC. But even in exile the prophet Jeremiah was 
told by God to write a letter saying that the exile would only last 70 years and He reminded them of 
His continual purpose for their life in v.10 
 
When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you 
back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I 
will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by 
you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and 



places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried 
you into exile.” 
 
 We see God’s purposes confirmed by Jesus as well. 
 
John 10:9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
 
        Jesus admitted too that we would have trouble in the world: 
 
16: 32 “But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me 
all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. 33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may 
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 
 Jesus’ overcoming the world assures us we will too. That’s why we can trust God’s purpose to 
bless us ultimately in His presence knowing this is His path for us. So when we’re unsure or doubt we 
go to His promises and remind ourselves of these verses and Rom. 8:28-30 
 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he 
called, he also justified;  those he justified, he also glorified.  
 
 So while we know what God’s purpose is for us, like Israel experienced 
 
Our obedience or disobedience to God’s leading affects our enjoyment of His blessings  (v.19-
23) 
 
 In this summary statement of how God led Israel in the wilderness we are told that the people 
obeyed God each time the cloud moved or settled or the fire moved or settled.  
 
20 Sometimes the cloud was over the tabernacle only a few days; at the Lord’s command they would encamp, 
and then at his command they would set out. 21 Sometimes the cloud stayed only from evening till morning, 
and when it lifted in the morning, they set out. Whether by day or by night, whenever the cloud lifted, they set 
out. 22 Whether the cloud stayed over the tabernacle for two days or a month or a year, the Israelites would 
remain in camp and not set out; but when it lifted, they would set out. 23 At the Lord’s command they 
encamped, and at the Lord’s command they set out. They obeyed the Lord’s order, in accordance with his 
command through Moses.  
 
 However, we know this was a general description and they will complain in a very short time. 
As do we too. We forget the promises God has made to bless us and lead us to green pastures and 
make us lie down in quiet waters and restore our souls and guide us in “paths of righteousness for 
His Name’s sake.” Not our Name. 
 
 God wants to bless us but the blessing He gives and we need is the security of His keeping us, 
the strength and em-powerment of His face shining on us, His gracious-not-treating-us-as-our-sins-
deserve and His turning His favour toward us so we experience His shalom; our oneness with Him 
and each other.  
 
 Maybe you’re not at peace with God today because you’re unhappy with His leading. Our 
unpleasant circumstances might be a result of our disobedience and failure to trust God. Often our 



confusion or dissatisfaction in God is because we’re impatient in His timing or we don’t believe He’s 
got our needs in mind. God’s good is not our comfort but His presence in our life and our conforming 
to Christ because He wants to shine through us so others know His Name. To trust God is to obey 
God knowing He wants to bless us with His presence, power and peace. God will bless us and all the 
ends of the earth will fear Him.” Believe it. Live by it. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

If you have any comments or questions about this message please 

contact us at olivet@rideau.net 
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